
Theme in Literature

Name: Date: Grade: Grade 5

Part A: Multiple Choice

Circle the best answer for each question.

1.  Read: Kai wanted to win the art contest more

than anything. He considered copying his older

sister's painting but decided to create his own. He

did not win, but his teacher praised his originality.

What is the strongest theme?

 A) Art contests are unfair because only one

person can win.

 B) Being original and honest is more valuable

than winning.

 C) Kai should have copied his sister's work to

win.

 D) Teachers always prefer original work over

copied work.

2.  Read: Two villages argued over who owned a

river. After a drought nearly destroyed both, they

agreed to share the water and built a canal

together. Which theme has the strongest

evidence?

 A) Rivers belong to the village that finds them

first.

 B) Droughts are the most dangerous natural

disasters.

 C) Cooperation during hardship benefits

everyone more than conflict does.

 D) Building canals is the best way to solve water

problems.

3.  Read: Nina's grandmother could no longer see

well enough to sew, so Nina learned to sew and

finished her grandmother's quilt. Neighbors said

Nina was too young, but her stitches were perfect.

What is the theme?

 A) Sewing is a difficult skill that takes years to

learn.

 B) Grandmothers should teach their

grandchildren crafts early.

 C) Age does not determine what a person is

capable of achieving.

 D) Nina was already a talented sewer before her

grandmother's problem.

4.  A story could have both the theme 'Family

comes first' and 'Following your dreams matters.'

How should a reader decide which theme is

strongest?

 A) Choose the theme the reader personally

agrees with most.

 B) Pick whichever theme is mentioned first in

the story.

 C) Look for the theme that has the most

supporting evidence from the text.

 D) The strongest theme is always the one about

family.

Part B: Fill in the Blank

Write the correct answer on each line.

1.  A story can have more than one theme, but the  theme is supported by the most evidence.
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Part A: Multiple Choice

Circle the best answer for each question.

1.  Read: Kai wanted to win the art contest more

than anything. He considered copying his older

sister's painting but decided to create his own. He

did not win, but his teacher praised his originality.

What is the strongest theme?

 A) Art contests are unfair because only one

person can win.

 B) Being original and honest is more
valuable than winning.

 C) Kai should have copied his sister's work to

win.

 D) Teachers always prefer original work over

copied work.

2.  Read: Two villages argued over who owned a

river. After a drought nearly destroyed both, they

agreed to share the water and built a canal

together. Which theme has the strongest

evidence?

 A) Rivers belong to the village that finds them

first.

 B) Droughts are the most dangerous natural

disasters.

 C) Cooperation during hardship benefits
everyone more than conflict does.

 D) Building canals is the best way to solve water

problems.

3.  Read: Nina's grandmother could no longer see

well enough to sew, so Nina learned to sew and

finished her grandmother's quilt. Neighbors said

Nina was too young, but her stitches were perfect.

What is the theme?

 A) Sewing is a difficult skill that takes years to

learn.

 B) Grandmothers should teach their

grandchildren crafts early.

 C) Age does not determine what a person
is capable of achieving.

 D) Nina was already a talented sewer before her

grandmother's problem.

4.  A story could have both the theme 'Family

comes first' and 'Following your dreams matters.'

How should a reader decide which theme is

strongest?

 A) Choose the theme the reader personally

agrees with most.

 B) Pick whichever theme is mentioned first in

the story.

 C) Look for the theme that has the most
supporting evidence from the text.

 D) The strongest theme is always the one about

family.

Part B: Fill in the Blank

Write the correct answer on each line.

1.  A story can have more than one theme, but the strongest  theme is supported by the most evidence.

2.  When two possible themes seem to conflict, readers should reread key scenes  to decide which fits
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